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Even though they are calling for snow this weekend (at least in Southwest Ohio!) and the wind chill is single digits – spring is just around the corner!!!
And one of the first signs of spring is the annual Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month kick off activities at the Statehouse Atrium. This year, the event will be Thursday, March 4 at 10 a.m. Organizers expect the event to end about 11:30 a.m. No RSVPs are necessary.
Last year, we had a tremendous showing with more than 200 people in attendance. Governor Ted Strickland spoke, as well as other legislators and dignitaries. This year’s event looks bigger and better, and kudos to Sherry Steinman at the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities for all the hard work and organizing she has done to make this year’s event so worthwhile.

I realize the trip to Columbus can be daunting for many of you. You can still have a major impact on what happens at the Statehouse. Send your legislators a card or letter in March, reminding them that it is Developmental Disabilities Month in Ohio. Remind them that you are watching their voting records, and that you appreciate them listening to you when you have concerns. Remember to enclose a photo of your loved one and a short story about why you care about people with developmental disabilities. Your stories have an impact on your legislators. We hear it every time we are in the Statehouse.
If you need helping finding your legislator, visit our website at www.oacbdd.org, click “resource” then “government.” The Ohio Senate and Ohio House of Representatives can be found on the interactive maps. Or easier yet, just email me your address and I will look it up for you.

Thanks in advance for your help. Together, we are making a difference!

Linda
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