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Ross County MRDD Superintendent Honored For Leadership
     COLUMBUS, Ohio – Ross County Board of MRDD’s superintendent recently was honored at the 25th annual Ohio Association of County Boards of MRDD Convention (OACB) at the Easton Hilton Hotel on Wednesday, Oct. 29.

     Superintendent Rick Marriott was honored with the Betty Macintosh Award, which is presented annual to a professional in the MRDD service delivery system who exhibits extraordinary accomplishments in professional leadership and advocacy for individuals with mental retardation and/or other developmental disabilities.
     Marriott was lauded by last year’s recipient, Superintendent Jim Frederick of Ottawa County Board of MRDD, as someone who “looks at the positive in everything.”

     Active in nearly every community project in Ross County, Marriott has led United Way campaigns, has held leadership positions in the Kiwanis, YMCA,  Junior Achievement and other civic-minded organizations. He was named statehood “citizen of the year” in 2004, and was the Ross County “citizen of the year” in 2006. 

      One of his most recent accomplishments was leading his agency to build a multi-million dollar Early Invention Center that is now running at full capacity.

     “It is a great honor to be given this award because I used to work with Betty Macintosh, and I was inspired by her work with early intervention,” Marriott said.

     “I always felt that I needed to be active in the community if I wanted the community to support those people we serve who have developmental disabilities,” he said.

     Dan Ohler, OACB Executive Director, said Marriott was a tireless worker who cares deeply about individuals with developmental disabilities.

     “Rick is someone who always says ‘yes’ when help is needed to advocate for individuals who developmental disabilities,” Ohler said.

     Marriott reminded convention goers that their work is meaningful and important.

     “It’s all about doing everything we can to enrich and enhance the lives of the people in Ohio with developmental disabilities,” he said.

     The OACB is celebrating its 25th-year of existence. Its mission is to “support county boards of mental retardation and developmental disabilities in providing services and supports to individuals with disabilities.”
     All 88 County Boards of MRDD in Ohio are members of this organization whose purpose is to educate and advocate for the 80,000 people with developmental disabilities who reside in the Buckeye State.

CUTLINE: Rick Marriott is pictured with Dan Ohler, OACB Executive Director. Marriott is superintendent of the Ross County Board of MRDD, and received the 2008 Betty Macintosh Award.
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